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uest;;orela::d says u.s. forces on defensive 

Hanoi YIIA Internet ionsl Service in Er.g lish 05^3 GUT 27 Feb 63 -> 

[Text] Hanoi- -Gen W . Westmoreland, commander of the U.S. and puppet troops in SJuth 
Vietnam, has admitted that his forces had been temporarily put into a defensive 
position as a result of the S outh V ietnanesc r evolutionary f orces post-Tet offensive, 

according to a 3 EC report yesterday. 

The losing four-star general made this disclosure after his secret ^alk with Earle 
G. Wheeler, chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, during the laser's recent 
hasty trip to South Vietnam at a tine when the U.S. aggressors and their henchmen 
were under heavy attache by the South Vietnamese revolutionary armed forces. 
Westmoreland was also "'oportod to have told an AP correspondent that the Viet Cong 
(the South Vietnamese re /olut ionary forces) were successful in their surprise attacks 
on the South Vietnamese towns and cities over Tet, and that they might launch further 

a t tacks . 

Westmoreland hac more than once boasted that the U.S. aggressor troops were still 
holding the initiative ar.d that his search and destroy program, the r.am element of 
which, °as 7.S. HEWS h WORLD REPORT had said, was to search ar.d destroy the enemy 
wherever he is, and get him to fight the big battles ir. which U.S. maneuverability 
and firepower can be decisive. Lvt how We- tmoreland : s strategy has failed was 
pointed out by the same American journal in its 7-12 February issue, which says: 
while the v;ar is getting tough the strategy is increasingly under question. 

The cues tiers are being raised by some officers in the Pentagon, by officers in the 
Central Ins V 1 iger.ee Agency, ar.d ir. the State Department. 

The paper s.h.utted that ir. the present guerrilla war, the enemy (Soutn /ietnanesc 
revolutionary farces) make the decisions, and quoted this criticism of -he U.S. 
present strategy from a U.S. expert or. antiguerrilla warfare: We are fighting the 

enemy f :; war; he decides where ar.d when battles will take p *ce. The paper went on 
to say: There ar. officers in the U.S. high command, veterans of Vietnam, who also 

are unhappy over .rural Wes tmorcland : s basic strategy The error the United 

States has fallen into, the result, is that the enemy is permitted to choose the 
condition- for battle. That is why the paper advocated the replacement of Westmore- 
land in g-'s'-h Vietnam and a shift in command of the U.S. aggressor army. 

Pointing out fnc failure of Wes tmoreland 1 s strategy, REUTERS said or* 22 February: 
High ranking U.g. military sources today painted a comber picture of the war in 
South Vietnam, 3 weeks after the enemy launched his Tet offensive.... In general, 
i;.g. ar.d allied forces were presented as being on the strategic defensive, waiting 
i or the enemy to strike, and outside of the First Corps area (covering four 
provinces immediate' y touth of the demilitarized zone), clustering closer around 
major bases, ci tic • ,r.d tow: .... 

At this point, Gen William Vies tmoreland has few reserves to insure a stronger 
defense of Saigon or The Sr.nh. Many field officers, especially in the First Corps, 
feel that this week's dispatch of 10,500 more Marines and army troops from the 
United States falls fur short of what is really needed to hold the territory 
a gains : new enemy thrusts, let alone ma.ee any gains. :■ 
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